Billy Ray King
March 28, 1943 - April 11, 2020

Billy Ray King, 77, of Columbia, passed away on April 11, 2020 at his residence.
He was born on March 28, 1943, in Maury County TN, to Ernest and Rachel Eddelmon
King.
He lived his life as an example to others, had a servant’s heart, loved his family, friends,
and most of all his Lord.
Billy was a retired firefighter, having worked for the Columbia Fire Department for 32
years. He started with the fire department in 1965 and retired as a driver/engineer in 1998.
During his time with the fire department, he built a legacy of service and was instrumental
in developing the emergency medical program, being the department’s first CPR
instructor. In addition, he spent many hours working to update the street numbering
system for Columbia and plot new streets. He was honored as the retiree of the year for
CFD in 2015.
He was a long-time member, deacon, and served as the church’s clerk and treasurer
(along with his wife) at Columbia Church of God of Prophecy for over 50 years.
Billy was known as the bow-tie wearing ambassador with the volunteers, at Maury
Regional Medical Center, having volunteered for 7 years and 9 months and over 2300
hours. In 2019, he was honored with the Volunteers Service Champion Award which is
presented annually to a volunteer at Maury Regional Medical. Visitors and staff were
always met with a smile and offer of assistance at MRMC.
Due to the pandemic, a graveside service was held on April 15, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. at Polk
Memorial Gardens. A memorial service to honor Billy Ray will be held on Saturday, June
20, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. at Williams Funeral Home, with Lawrence Jackson officiating and
others speaking.
Billy was preceded in death by the love of his life, his wife, Delma Earlene Bolton, Rachel
Eddelmon (mother), Ernest W. King (father), Brothers: Rayburn King, Ernest King Jr., and

Richard King.
He is survived by his sons: Mark (Selena) King of Summertown, Michael (Misty) King of
Columbia; grandchildren: Whitney (Mike) Hudson, John Michael King, Rachel King, and
extended grandchildren; great granddaughter: Tatley Mae Hudson; sister: Betty Faye Rayl
(Paul) and brothers: R.L. (Cecelia) King, Jimmy Carl (Shelia) King.
Pallbearers: Columbia Fire and Rescue Honor Guard.
Honorary Pallbearers: MRMC Volunteers, Tom Pearce, O’Neal Wallace, past and current
members of Columbia Fire Department, past and current members of Columbia Church of
God of Prophecy.
Williams Funeral Home & Crematory is assisting the family with arrangements. You may
send the family your sympathy or share your thoughts at www.williamsfh.com
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Comments

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Billy Ray King.

June 18 at 09:01 AM

“

May memories of happier and healthier time with your Mom and Dad comfort you in
the days ahead. They are special memories for me when I taught at Highland Park
Elementary. Prayers and blessing to the family. Love, Linda Kelley Nash

Linda Kelley Nash - April 15 at 03:55 PM

“

Mr King will be greatly missed . He always made me laugh and he loved the Lord
and alway reminded you of how Great our God is !

beverly - April 15 at 01:40 AM

“

Dear King Family,
We were so sorry to hear of Billy Ray’s passing. We don’t think there could have
been a finer man than him.
Even when he was in pain he tried to lift others up and would make them smile or
feel better.
We surely enjoyed visiting with him and hearing him testify of his wonderful
unwavering faith in God at the monthly church potluck luncheons.
We will truly miss him but we know for sure where he is now. He’s resting in the arms
of our Savior in Heaven.
We will keep all of you in our thoughts and prayers.
God Bless You, Marilyn and Ron Scroggins

Marilyn T. Scroggins - April 14 at 02:34 PM

“

Condolences and prayers to the family. A Wonderful man.

Carolyn Norman - April 14 at 01:35 PM

“

Billy Ray was always an inspiration to me. His input to WXRQ Radio Station was
priceless and loved by so many.. it was an honor and a blessing to be called his
friend. We prayed together frequently. He fought long and hard. For his sake, I'm
glad he's with our saviour now, and with his beloved wife Earline. Billy Ray, rest in
peace, without pain, suffering or sorrow. I know you're dancing with Jesus now. I'm
excited for you.

Janene Kent (WXRQ) - April 13 at 04:00 PM

“

Stick,
We are so sorry to hear about you father. He was a kind and caring individual and a
wonderful example to all of us. He had a beautiful smile for everyone. I know he will
be dearly missed.
With love,
Jim and Tracy Beadle

Tracy - April 13 at 01:00 PM

“

Mark and Michael,
Jimmy and I are so saddened to hear about Billy Ray. Your dad sure loved giving
Jimmy a hard time and always acted like he didn't see Jim when we walked in the
room. Jimmy really did think the world of your dad and referred to him as "Dad" when
he saw him lately. Our prayers and thoughts are with you and your families during
this difficult time. I'm sure BR is singing with the angels and was so glad to be
reunited with Mrs Earline.
Jimmy and Kim Elliott

Jimmy and Kim Elliott - April 13 at 12:32 PM

“

Dear King family,
Billy Ray was such a kind and wonderful person. I am sorry to hear of his passing.
The years I spent with your mother were some of my best ever. Billy Ray would come
to the library to bring something, visit, or just pop in to say "hello". He was always
happy and smiling (and full of mischief). He loved your mother so much, and he
always took care of her and tried to make things easier for her. You are lucky to have
had them. I shall remember you, Mark and Michael, as two of my favorite boys, and
them as two of my favorite people ever. You have my heartfelt sympathy.
Peggy Harmon

Tom Harmon - April 13 at 10:26 AM

“

Mark and Mike, I am so sorry to hear about the passing of your amazingly sweet dad.
I loved this man's smile on every encounter I had with him. When working the field
with him in EMERGENCY SERVICES and his greeting at MRH.
He will be missed.
May God comfort you and the family and know you and the family are being prayed
for.
He is Home now. Rest my dear sweet friend.
Love you guys.
Ms. Rose

Rose - April 13 at 09:37 AM

“

Billy Ray was one of the greatest men I have ever known. When I started at the Fire
Dept.,I feel like he took me under his wing and showed me how to be a better
firefighter and a better man. He stressed the importance of putting God first in your
life. He also showed me and the other guys how to stay physically fit. I was 27 years
old and he was 52 and he could run circles around me when we would go out for
exercise. Mark and Michael, he loved you boys and was always concerned about
how he could be the best influence in your lives. He loved his grandkids and talked
about y'all almost every time I saw him. Billy Ray, I am going to miss you greatly, but
I take comfort in knowing that you are in a much better place and look forward to
seeing you again. Family, my thoughts and prayers are with you!

Bryan George - April 13 at 09:08 AM

“

Mark-I was your 4td grade teacher at highland park elementary. I remember you as a
well behaved excellent student. Your parents were wonderful people, if I needed
anything for our class, they were always there to help. I’m so sorry about your dad.
You were fortunate to have such a wonderful family.
Prayers for you.
Debia Bolton (your3td grade teacher)

Debia Bolton - April 13 at 01:49 AM

“

I will miss my buddy so much. Billy Ray was a great man, whom my husband
befriended, even though my husband was not a christian and he was one of the
reasons my husband finally gave his heart to the Lord about one month before my
husband's passing. Billy was such a comfort to me always. He always had a great

smile and genuine concern for everyone. Heaven definitely gained an angel, even
though we will miss him sorely! Prayers for all his beloved family. He loved you all so
much!
Cathy Harvey - April 12 at 10:21 PM

“

Mark and Mike, I am so sorry for the loss of your Dad. I have so many good
memories of living on Dimple Court as one of your neighbors. Your parents were
exceptional people, an example we all could learn from. I send my love and prayers
to you both.
Sincerely,
Cindy Harris Swift

Cindy Swift - April 12 at 08:21 PM

“

I’m so saddened to hear about Billy Ray’s death. I got to know him when my late
husband, Darrell, better know at the CFD as “Bullet” worked with him. Then later had
the privilege of going on trips he was on thru Cathie and Friends’ Tours. He was a
very strong yet gentle man. His example of his love for the Lord was well known. He
was a servant, he was always sharing a kind smile and even during his battles with
his health wanted to help others. I will miss his fun spirit, kind humble heart and his
smile. Sherry Brown

sherry brown - April 12 at 03:50 PM

“

Sad to hear of the passing of BR. He will be missed but never forgotten. I can’t sign
off on the radio without hearing BR’s signature “hoot” in my head. I always loved
picking with him. Sending good vibes in a very difficult time.

Doug Kinnard - April 12 at 03:02 PM

“

I will miss you Billy Ray, you were a great man and friend. I had a great time with you
at the Firehouse. Heaven has received a true

David Potts - April 12 at 01:41 PM

“

Billy Ray was one of a kind. His humor, making others feel important, and his
kindness and love of God will be missed by all who had the privilege of knowing him.
Thank you, Billy for being a part of our lives. Earline was a classmate of mine and a
good lady. My condolences to the family. God bless you. Jo McKee, friend and
Volunteer, Super Star.

Jo McKee - April 12 at 09:26 AM

“

Dear Family
I want to send my sincere condolences on the passing of your wonderful Dad from
this life to the next. What a remarkable public servant. When he retired from the Fire
Department he still continued to be a public servant. This good man and I became
good friends after the passing of your precious Mother. He was known as a servant
and a man of true, genuine and authentic faith. He was also known to share a dumb
joke or two. They fit well with Billy Ray because his heart was always filled with joy
and laughter. He seemed to always enjoy that peace that passes all understanding.
Cancer and cancer treatment never slowed the man down. One day while entering
Maury Regional to visit I stopped at the entrance and asked about Billy. I received a
report about Billy that touch my heart. About that time I saw Billy walking toward me.
I said I thought you were taking time off after treatment. He said that he just couldn't
go home until he visited a friend who had just gone through a stroke. Amazing his
love for others!
May this good man now enjoy that rest promised by the Master he loved to serve.
May the Lord bless each of you as you travel on a grief journey for a ways. God
loves the broken hearted but also comes to heal their hearts. Someone wrote,
"healing comes through story." Billy Ray leaves and 18 wheeler full of stories. Keep
on telling those great stories for as long as it takes. From the church to the Fire
Department, to the hospital rooms he visited, to the radio station, to all the people he
greeted at the front door of the hospital, to a greeting on the street we will always
remember the smiling and joyful Billy Ray King. May the Lord bless you and keep
you and may He give you peace and healing of heart for the journey ahead. Eddie
Rogers, Chaplain (Hospital Volunteer).

Eddie Rogers - April 12 at 09:25 AM

“

Dear Mark and Michael, I'm so sorry for the lost of your wonderful Daddy.I have so
many memories of subbing at Highland Park when I was in school he was the Best
sub ever and he wouldn't make us do to much work.He love your Mom so much. I
would see them at the store and we would talk and talk.I will miss him. Penny
"Roberts" Cates

Penny Cates - April 12 at 08:30 AM

“

Mark and Michael I want to tell u how sorry Iam about ur father ,I know he was a fine
man and will be mist by a lot of people ,God be with u all threw theses times .

Farriel Scott - April 11 at 11:03 PM

“

Billy Ray was a humble, loving man with an amazing servants heart. His love for
people was evident by all of the acts of kindness and service that he did at the drop
of a hat. His love for Christ and his church never faltered and stands as a great
example for us all. I learned a lot over the years from him, as we traveled many miles
together, visiting homes and hospitals together. I am so blessed to have known him
and I know his family are proud of the race he has run. My love and prayers go out to
each of you and I’m asking God to grant each one of you comfort, peace and
strength. God bless you all.

Chuck Bailey - April 11 at 09:38 PM

“

Billy Ray and his family . I have known and loved always.. Earline was such a sweet
sweet person . We more or less grew up together .. now I will miss both of them.. My
love and prayers to each of you.. Marna M McAdams

marna m mcadams - April 11 at 09:26 PM

“

Billy Ray King was a Great Christian man who loved the Lord and was an instant
friend to all who had the privilege to come in contact with him. He will be greatly be
missed, but he is walking on streets of gold and talking to our Lord Jesus Christ.. RIP
BRK.

Rick Lee - April 11 at 09:06 PM

“

When we first visited the church Billy Ray was the first one to sit down and talk to
Mitchell. He made quite an impression on him, because he talked to Mitchell about
music, which Mitchell loves. Billy Ray brought Mitchell a bag full of cd's on our next
visit. Mitchell was thrilled! We all thought a lot of Billy Ray and will miss him!

Leona Simons - April 11 at 09:02 PM

“

Michael and Mark- so sad to hear the news of Billy Rays passing. Such a good man .
He will be missed by so many. When Gene was in the hospital Billy Ray visited every
day. It was something we looked forward to . He and Gene always shared a few
laughs. My heart is full. Will keep you all in my prayers.
Faye Young

Faye Young - April 11 at 07:19 PM

