Carolyn Fay McKnight Craig
February 16, 1948 - December 27, 2021

Carolyn Fay McKnight Craig, age 73, went to be with her Lord and Savior on Monday,
December 27, 2021.
The life of Carolyn Fay McKnight Craig began on February 16, 1948. Born to Robert (Bob)
Love McKnight and Nellie Sue (Brown) McKnight in Lewis County, TN. She was the 6th 8
children. Growing up poor but happy. All the kids slept in one bed with the only room for
Carolyn being across the foot of the bed. Carolyn’s oldest sister, Retha has fond
memories of their childhood including the time Carolyn fell off the swinging bridge across
the creek to their house. By the grace of God, her landing was softened by the wallowing
pigs leaving her unharmed but very dirty.
Carolyn first met her husband when she was a young lady at the old Maury Theater on Mt.
Pleasant square. It was a Saturday matinee. Her brothers would walk with her from their
home on Greenwood Avenue. After a few years of dating, she married Andrew Eugene
Craig on October 5, 1964. She was married to the love of her life for almost 60 years.
They spent every moment they could with each other. They had 2 wonderful children that
bloomed into grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Carolyn served her Lord as a benevolent woman always making sure others were taken
care of before herself. Her home was always open to everyone in Mt. Pleasant and the
blue-collar people that worked for her town. Not even Lupus could keep her from ensuring
that anyone that passed through her home would leave wanting for anything. Whether it
was a cap she crocheted on a cold day, cookies she had baked, flowers from her garden,
or a simple hug and warm smile.
Carolyn worked with the Healing Hands International Ministries for many years. She was
the foundation of the Dorcas class of Main Street Church of Christ, a sewing group that
made many clothing and personal need items for women and children around the world.
She was also passionate about the MAGI (Making a Godly Impact) Project which reached
many children at Christmas.

Carolyn’s love for flowers and plants was evident. Something was always blooming in her
home or yard. She worked with her sister, Retha, and brother-in-law Doug Wood for many
years at the By-Pass Nursery in Columbia, Tennessee.
Carolyn loved to sew, quilt, and cross-stitch. Most of her masterpieces were given away to
loved ones. Carolyn worked at the Frame Shop for many years and later as a floral
designer in Mt. Pleasant. Carolyn with the help of her sister Cathy and daughter Vicki
painted holiday scenes on many windows of our town.
Carolyn and Gene who is a deacon, together attended Main Street Church of Christ for
over 40 years, also where she was baptized at age 12. They have maintained the facility
for 25 years as well as decorating., painting, and making it beautiful. Carolyn’s
masterpieces can be found throughout the classrooms. She was a very talented worker
for the Lord.
Proverbs 31:29 best describes Carolyn, ‘Many women have done excellently, but you
surpass them all’.
Carolyn is survived by her husband Gene, daughter Vicki Craig Runions (Barry), son Andy
Craig. Grandchildren – Maddy Craig, Meg Craig, Carol Ann Runions Hendrix (TJ), and
Lee Runions (Holly). Great-Grandchildren Paisley Hendrix, Haze Hendrix, Zaydeth
Runions, and Everlette Runions. Siblings and their spouses – Retha Wood, Judy
McKnight (Bud), Roland McKnight (Mary Ann), Jerry McKnight, Cathy Andrews (Jimmy),
Mike McKnight (Renée), and a special niece Julie Wood and well as many nieces and
nephews.
She was preceded in death by, her parents, Robert Love and Sue McKnight, sister Laura
Williams, brother Bud McKnight, brother-in-law Doug Wood and sister-in-law Mary Ella
McKnight.
The family will receive friends Thursday, December 30, 2021, from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00
p.m. at Williams Funeral Home in Mount Pleasant. A celebration of Carolyn’s life will
immediately follow visitation at 1:00 p.m. with Bro. Randy Kersey officiating. Burial will
follow at Polk Memorial Gardens.
Pallbearers are her nephews: Steve Renfro, Jim Wood, Mark Williams, Heath McKnight,
Bobby McKnight, Billy McKnight, Shane McKnight, Eric McKnight, Sam Fowler, and
friends Ellis Dodson and Chris Neal.

Honorary Pallbearers are: the Elders, Deacons, and members of the Main Street Church
of Christ, Jim and Bonita Grimes, Tim Brashears, and Pam Connelly with Avalon Hospice,
The Skyliters Band members Mike O’Rear, John Marston, Sonny, and Sheila Holly, Chris
Hanna, and Debbie Methvin.
In Lieu of flowers, the family asks for donations to Main Street Church of Christ, P.O. Box
184, Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474 to support the legacy of the Dorcus Sewing Class and MAGI
Boxes.
Williams Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrangements. Condolences can be
given to the family online at williamsfh.com
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Comments

“

So sorry for the passing of your loved one. Our deepest sympathy to the family and
friends. Billy and Beth Hollis

Elizabeth hollis - December 30, 2021 at 05:34 PM

“

To Gene & the McKnight family so sorry to hear of Carolyn's passing, we will be in
prayer for strength from our Father & our Lord Jesus Christ, may the peace of our
Lord be on this family...

James R Barber Sr - December 30, 2021 at 02:26 PM

“

Mr. Gene, I hope God heals your heart soon. I know how much you love Miss
Carolyn. She was truly one of a kind and she was all yours. She will be missed by
many. And my mother got her neighbor back, the Wall Street in Heaven.
Tina & Mike Lindsey

Tina Nichols Lindsey - December 30, 2021 at 01:52 PM

“

I had the distinct honor and pleasure of working with Carolyn at Keith’s Flowers for
several years. A better friend you could never have. A shining example of her faith.
Always, always that beautiful smile to brighten your day. We shared love and
laughter, and hard work, everyday. I’m blessed to call her friend.
My sincere sympathies to the family, I can only imagine how they grieve. I know to
what depths she was loved. She will be missed in this world, but how how she’ll
brighten the one to come!
Beverly and Gaylon Wood

Beverly Wood - December 30, 2021 at 09:53 AM

“

Carolyn always brought sunshine with her beautiful smile and heart. Prayers goes
out to Gene & their family.

Lesa Johnson - December 30, 2021 at 06:53 AM

“

Gene and family, we are sorry to hear about Carolyn. She was such a wonderful
person and shining example to so many. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all
during this difficult time.
John and Shannon Sajovic

shannon sajovic - December 29, 2021 at 10:50 AM

“

Gene and family, we are so sorry for your loss. Carolyn & I are cousins. She was a
great Christian woman and example for all of us. Sending love and prayers to your
family.
Ron & Diane Kelley

Ron Kelley - December 29, 2021 at 10:32 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Carolyn's passing. I have many fond memories of her from
junior high age to the present. She was never without that beautiful smile whenever
you saw her. Please know you all are in my prayers.

Sharon Kennedy - December 28, 2021 at 10:55 PM

“

To my Beautiful Carolann I am so sorry for your loss you Memaw was a special loving an
caring for whom ever you took home she loved my daughter an that made her famy
sending

an praying for you babygirl

Mama Dee - December 30, 2021 at 03:17 AM

“

The Craig family, so sorry for your loss. Carolyn Craig was such a wonderful, kind,
caring, sweet, pleasant Christian. She will be missed.

Doris Jackson - December 28, 2021 at 09:11 PM

“

Vicky and family,
I am so sorry for your great loss ; but knowing her reward is finally reached. Love and
prayers to you all. Marsha Rowland Kinzer

Marsha Rowland Kinzer - December 28, 2021 at 07:50 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Carolyn’s passing. I have many good memories of us
watching and listening to Gene and Jim practicing and playing the music they loved
so much. Barbara Messer. Good Times!

Barbara Messer - December 28, 2021 at 07:15 PM

“

My heart breaks once again
This lady right here was one of the best
servants of Christ I have ever known. Her contagious smile
Her behind the
scenes charitable deeds
Her positive outlook on life, but most importantly
Heaven. My last conversation with her involved her pulling her mask down, smiling
real big and giving me a big kiss and hug, and making sure I knew that she was
good… and that she wasn’t scared and would be just fine. I made sure to let her
know what an inspiration she has been in my life and how much my family loves and
adores her! What an amazing example her and her precious husband Gene have
been to everyone they have come in contact with. So glad she is not suffering
anymore, and have no doubt where she is now
Blair Brewer

blair brewer - December 28, 2021 at 05:48 PM

