Donald W. Craft
February 17, 1936 - February 20, 2022

Donald “Don” W. Craft, 86, of Columbia, passed away Sunday, February 20, 2022 with his
family by his side.
Don was born February 17, 1936, to the late Mack and Celia Kimble Craft.
He was a loving and devoted husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and greatgreat-grandfather.
Don married the love of his life, Faye Yarber, in 1954. They went on to have two children
Patti in Louisville, KY and Garry in Florence, Alabama before settling down in Columbia,
Tennessee to raise their family. Don was a faithful member of Highland Park Baptist
Church since 1959. He had a long career in law enforcement retiring from the City of
Columbia Police Department after 30 years as a Lieutenant in 1992.
Don had a one-of-a-kind personality; he didn’t know a stranger. He had a great sense of
humor and an even greater competitive attitude. He was a huge sports fan when it came
to any sports, especially of the St. Louis Cardinals, Tennessee Titans, and the Vols. When
Don wasn’t cheering on his favorite teams, he enjoyed many years coaching youth
baseball and was a TSSAA umpire. He enjoyed visiting and relaxing on the beach,
cruising on his lawnmower, or simply planting some new plants in his garden. Don took
pride in his green thumb and would love to soak in the fruits of his labor.
In addition to his parents, Don was preceded in death by his brothers, Paul and Mack
Craft, and many other siblings.
Those left to cherish Don’s memory are his loving wife of 67 years, Faye Craft; children,
Patti Craft Abens (Jeff), Garry Craft (Melinda); grandchildren, Jennifer Knight (Chad),
Bryan Butler (Bobbie) and Rebecca Craft Hixson (Rett); great-grandchildren, Blake,
Chanlier and Gavin Knight, Bryce and Chloe Butler and Everett Layne Hixson IV; greatgreat-grandchildren, Addie and Reese Knight.

All services are to be held privately.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Highland Park Baptist Church in
honor of Don.
The family extends their sincere gratitude to Dr. Lucy Ledbetter and the caring staff at
NHC Maury Regional TCC, Compassus Hospice, and Wilson and Charlene Henderson for
their endless compassion.
To share memories and condolences with the family, please visit www.williamsfh.com.
The care of Donald “Don” Craft and his family has been entrusted to the staff of Williams
Funeral Home.

Cemetery Details
Polk Memorial Gardens & Mausoleum
6465 Trotwood Avenue
Columbia, TN 38401

Tribute Wall

KT

Faye, Patti and Garry,
I was so sorry to hear of Don's passing. I had not heard about until today. Don
was always a good friend to me as have been all the Craft family. It had been a
good while since I had seen him but always enjoyed kidding around with him and
catching up on old times. He will sincerely be missed.
Kevin Thompson
Kevin Thompson - February 26 at 12:19 PM

JM

Faye we are so sorry to hear about Don. We so enjoyed having you as neighbors.
We still remember how sweet you were to us when little Joey was born.
You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Joe, Janet, and Joey Meadows - February 24 at 09:37 PM

JE

We are so sorry to hear of Don's passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
Faye and family. Don was a great man and will be missed.
Jimmy & Kim Elliott
Jimmy & Kim Elliott - February 24 at 02:13 PM

SH

Our deepest sympathies and prayers for you and your
family. This a great loss.
The Hancock family

Stephanie Hancock - February 24 at 01:06 PM

SS

Don was a beloved friend and yes, one of a kind. He always was happy to see
friends and made you feel special. I admired his devotion to raising a beautiful
family and his service as a police officer.
Love to you Don. Rest in Peace
Shane Swing - February 24 at 11:22 AM

RR

Don was a good friend to my dad as well as his brothers Mack and Paul. Don was
one of the fellow officers that I respected. He was a baseball coach for many
years in Farm league, Little League, and Babe Ruth. Faye, Patty, and Gary I am
so sorry about Don, I know we were never blood kin, but we always thought we
were cousins since our parents/kids were raise together. I remember on time,
Gary, Rick, Mark Craft, and I were playing with a broken golf club in my front yard
a that had a small hill down to the road. We were taking turns making the broken
club stick into the ground with the handle end. My turn came to try to stick in the
deepest, I reared back and WHOOSH the club went down at an angle off the hill
and ricochets toward Hatcher Lane and guess who was coming by in his patrol
car at that exact moment? Luckly, the club bounced off the hood of the patrol car
instead of crashing through the passenger window. We all just frozen...we
couldn't run anywhere because Rick, Mark lived next door and Gary lived a
couple of streets behind me, we didn't know who it was at the time until he turned
on his blue lights and backed up and pulled into the driveway. It was Gary's dad.
Don got out of his patrol car and asked who threw something and hit the patrol
car? All said "Not I or I didn't do it" except me. I explained what we were doing
and how the club just bounced off the hill and went airborne toward the street and
hit his patrol car and I didn't mean to do it. Don said you boys get in the back yard
to play and don't be late for practice. Miss those days....Love you all, Rick
Rhodes
Rick Rhodes - February 23 at 07:59 PM

JD

Donald Craft was so very kind to me back in the 60s. I was a new reporter for The
Daily Herald and walked the downtown beat to cover news from the police and
fire departments. I was young and shy and Donald always made sure everyone
around treated me with respect. He was a fine gentleman in and out of uniform. I
never heard him say anything negative or disrespectful to anyone. He was my
friend and I appreciated him. Prayers for Mrs. Craft and family.
Judy Dickey - February 23 at 05:40 PM

TP

Don was my Sergeant when I joined the police department. He often pulled me aside
and gave me some great words of wisdom. He was fun to work with also, always
joking and cutting up making even bad days seem better. I will miss him greatly.
Tim Potts - February 23 at 11:23 PM

SP

Dear Faye, I think back over the past 60 years that you and Don and A.B. and I went
to Highland Park Baptist Church and were involved in Sunday School and Worship
and many other activities. We were there 40 years and then moved to Hendersonville
to be near our son, Mike.
Our family is praying for you and your family. Love in Jesus Name, Sally Pennington
Sally Pennington - February 26 at 09:10 PM

