Eric A. Gray
October 2, 1984 - July 23, 2022

During the early evening of Saturday, July 23, 2022, Mr. Eric Gray of Columbia, TN, age
37, died instantly in a motorcycle accident on Hampshire Pike.
Eric was born October 2nd, 1984 in Dublin, Georgia to Edmond "Bruce" and Vanita Gray.
Eric loved art and drawing from a very young age, and was an avid reader with an
unquinchable thirst for knowledge. He attended Westwood College in Atlanta where his
focus area was in computer graphic design.
Following a lifelong dream of joining the military, Eric was proudly sworn into the United
States Army in 2011 and was stationed in Fairbanks, Alaska. Soon he deployed to
Afghanistan, immediately developing unmatched friendships with his band of brothers that
lasted his entire lifetime. Upon returning from deployment, his wife and son joined him in
Alaska and they stayed until he medically retired in 2014.
Throughout his life, Eric had many loves and passions. As a self-taught musician, Eric
was just as comfortable playing the drums and piano as he was strumming his guitar. He
enjoyed making special meals; he could turn the dullest eggs into scrumptious
masterpieces. He loved photography, gaming, shooting pool, watching movies, enjoying a
good cigar, building computers, laughing at memes, and riding his motorcycle.
With all that being said, the greatest love of his life was his wife, Katrina. They met and
wed in 2010 and never looked back. Eric made sure every day to say how much he loved
her and the world they created with his studio & billiards room, their son, and their
furbabies. Both loving to travel, Katrina and he took 6 cruises just this year and were
planning to take a few more before year's end. Eric called it "the year of the cruises."
Eric is survived by his wife of 11 years, stepson Brady (& wife Bethany) Green, parents,
brothers, Kyle (Tanya) Gray, Josh (Brittany) Gray, Matthew Gray and sister, Jada Gray,
beloved aunt Candace (Rick) Haynie, and grandmother Judy Pearson. He was preceded
in death by his grandfather, John Pearson.

The family will visit with friends on Wednesday the 27th, from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM at
Williams Funeral Home (Trotwood). Funeral services will be conducted Thursday at 2:00
PM by Pastor Darryl Martin with burial to follow in Polk Memorial Gardens. His family asks
that in lieu of flowers, donations in Eric's memory are made to the Wounded Warrior
Project or St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. A celebration of life will be after the
burial at 3:30 PM at Williams Funeral Home.
Family and friends will serve as pallbearers. Honorary pallbearers include members of his
APA pool league and the Wounded Warrior Project friends.

Cemetery Details
Polk Memorial Gardens
6465 Trotwood Ave
Columbia, TN 38401

Previous Events
Visitation
JUL 27. 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM (CT)
Williams Funeral Home
2517 Trotwood Avenue
Columbia, TN

Visitation
JUL 28. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)
Williams Funeral Home
2517 Trotwood Avenue
Columbia, TN

Funeral Service
JUL 28. 2:00 PM (CT)
Williams Funeral Home
2517 Trotwood Avenue
Columbia, TN

Burial
JUL 28. 3:00 PM (CT)
Polk Memorial Gardens
6465 Trotwood Ave
Columbia, TN 38401

Visitation/Reception
JUL 28. 3:30 PM (CT)
Blevins Hall at Williams Funeral Home
2517 Trotwood Avenue
Columbia, TN 38401
info@williamsfh.com
http://www.williamsfh.com

Tribute Wall

DW

So sorry to hear this news, so tragic.
Eric was a wonderful man, always happy and positive who treated his wife and
son Brady as well as any man could. He was also an honorable man having
served his country. This is a terrible loss. My condolences to all who knew him
and loved him.
Donovan A Weaver - July 29 at 06:50 PM

Wonderful time with Eric at the music therapy of the Rockies in Franklin tn

Todd Foster - July 27 at 12:13 PM

Eric and I have shared many events with WWP and the Music Therapy of the
Rockies in Franklin tn. Awesome Brother

Todd Foster - July 27 at 11:27 AM

I have been to many events with Eric , Music Therapy of the Rockies 2 times,
wwp couples painting class , and WWP Peer leader classes. He was a great
person to be with . Todd.C.Foster
Todd Foster - July 27 at 10:47 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Todd Foster - July 27 at 10:42 AM

ED

In the few years I got to know Eric, he was such a wonderful person to interact
with, and be around. He was always kind, soft spoken, and always willing to help
with anything and anyone. I hate that I am traveling for work and will not be able
to attend. He will be remembered, loved, and missed by many. My condolences. Edgar Fierro
edgar - July 27 at 10:23 AM

EW

Edgar Fierro- WWP purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Eric A. Gray.

Edgar Fierro- WWP - July 27 at 10:18 AM

CJ

My dearest Aunt Katrina, my heart absolutely aches for you
over losing Eric. From the very first time I met him (a family
outing/dinner at a restaurant that I can't recall the name of
after all these years, but I vividly remember instantly liking
Eric and the way he just fit right into our quirky family with
seamless ease! Mostly I remember how smitten you were
with him and vice versa. You had a glowing aura about you that I'd never seen on
you before. I knew right then that you had found your soulmate. I can remember
all of us talking about the two of you and some of your future plans, and of your
relationship, to which you both replied practically in unison, "when you know, you
just know!" AND all I can say is.... YOU TWO CERTAINLY DID KNOW! The truth
be told, I could be having a bad day and spend a little time around you guys and
before I knew it, I would completely be over it and possibly not even know why I
was even having a bad day in the first place LOL. Yours was truly magical, so
much so that your happiness has a way of seeping into those around you .
Eric was an asset to our family and a blessing for us all. I will miss the back and
fourth bantering he and I would partake in about which one of us Aria (one of
Katrina & Eric's many fur babies) liked better. I will miss all the many wonderful
meals Eric would make. He absolutely was a fantastic cook, his Philly cheese
steaks we're out of this world! He was so talented and gifted and just such a
genuine lovable guy. I was absolutely proud to have him be a member of our
family.
I remember recently commenting to you guys that I think there's some sort of
conspiracy, that you two might actually be growing fins and that's why you guys
keep sailing the seas... in truth though, I was so happy that the two of you were
able to do that, and especially now I thank God for that precious time you guys
got to spend together exploring and discovering new things, because now you will
always have those priceless memories to hug your heart.
Eric was taken away from all of us much too soon, but I think we all can find
comfort in the fact that we were fortunate enough to have him enter our lives no
matter how short the time was, the fond and loving memories he has left behind
for each and every one of us will always manage to make us smile. Eric was one
of a kind, a very strong presence and the type of person that touched the hearts
of everyone around him. He will forever be missed! Please reach out to me if you
need anything. It's like I told you the day he passed away, you have anyways
been my rock and if you need me now, I will be yours. I love you! Your Niece,
Chasity Jade
Chasity Jade - July 27 at 02:25 AM



Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Eric
A. Gray.

July 26 at 09:51 PM

CN

I was very fortunate to spend time with Eric at two Veteran songwriter retreats in
Franklin TN. Eric really loved his music - and he was a wonderful guy to be
around. We had a lot of good conversation and laughs on those days. I enjoyed
writing songs with him while he would strum along on his guitar. May God Bless
Eric and his dear family. My deepest condolences - Chris Nole
Chris Nole - July 26 at 07:53 PM

CN

1 file added to the tribute wall

Chris Nole - July 26 at 07:37 PM

TP

i rember eric at carrol oakland school how he liked the rolls always a kind soul i
am sorry for the family vanita call me if you need me teresa phillips and ct
teresa phillips - July 26 at 06:51 PM

TF

The Chambers Family purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray
for the family of Eric A. Gray.

The Chambers Family - July 26 at 04:59 PM

LS

Love from Mom, Dad and siblings purchased the Magnificent
Life Spray for the family of Eric A. Gray.

Love from Mom, Dad and siblings - July 26 at 01:06 PM

