Mary Neil Robinson Puryear Wise
July 28, 1928 - January 20, 2019

Mary Neil Robinson Puryear Wise, 90, lifelong Maury County educator, died at NHC on
January 20, 2019. She was born and grew up in Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee where she
graduated as 1946 valedictorian from Hay Long High School. While attending Tennessee
Technological University, she met and married (1947) Henry Martin Puryear, Jr., a
returning World War II veteran. He passed away in 1980.
She received her bachelor’s degree from Tennessee Tech (1950) and her master’s degree
from Middle Tennessee State University (1962). She began her teaching career at
Riverside Elementary School but spent most of her 30-year teaching career at McDowell
Elementary School. While her children were growing up, she was a Brownie/Girl Scout
leader and organist at Highland Park Baptist Church, where Henry Martin was choir
director.
In 1991 she married David Ingram Wise and became a member of the First United
Methodist Church (Columbia). Mrs. Wise was a lay leader delivering communion to the
homes of shut-ins and played the piano for her Sunday School class. She was active in
DAR, Retired Teachers Association, Maury County Loose Records Project of the Maury
County Historical Society and the “Mule Town Rookies”. She enjoyed crocheting,
needlework and playing bridge.
She is preceded in death by her parents, the late Earnest Hughie and Susie (Webb)
Robinson; two brothers, Howard and Tommy Robinson and her sister, Faye Robinson
Brown. She is survived by her husband, David Wise; sister, Frances Robinson (Robert)
McKnight of Williamsburg, Virginia; daughter, Neil Ann (Bill) Thomas of Tuscaloosa,
Alabama; son, Henry Martin Puryear, III (Carol) of Greensboro, North Carolina; stepdaughter, Mary Elizabeth Meador (Nick) of Hendersonville, Tennessee; three
granddaughters, Ann Lindsey Thomas, Mary Locke Thomas (James) Rollins and Eliza
Thomas (Davis) Maxwell; one step-grandson, Benjamin David (Gretchen) Meador; four
great-grandchildren and two step-grandchildren.

Officiating pastors are the Reverend Tommy Vann (McMinnville, Tennessee) and the
Reverend Frank Smith (Columbia, Tennessee). Active Pallbearers are: Walt Robinson,
Mark McKnight, Neal McKnight, Ken Robinson, Bill Thomas, Roger White, James Rollins
and Davis Maxwell. Honorary pallbearers are the Ayres Whitney Fellowship Class of First
United Methodist Church, Columbia and the “Mule Town Rookies.”
A public visitation will be on Thursday, January 24, 2019, from 4-6 PM at Williams Funeral
Home (Columbia). A Celebration of Life Service will be held at First United Methodist
Church (Columbia) at 1 PM on Friday. The family will have a private burial at Polk
Memorial Gardens. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to First Methodist Church
Worship, Music and Organ Fund.
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Comments

“

Neil Ann and Family
My deep sympathies on the loss of your mother. She was my 3rd grade teacher at
McDowell Elementary. She recognized my struggles and took time to care and
encourage me at a difficult time in my young life. I will always remember her gentle
soul and I'm forever grateful to her. God's comfort and peace to you and the family.
Chrysay Batts Davis
CCHS Class of 1970

Chrysay Davis - January 26 at 11:45 AM

“

Neil Ann and Family,
So sorry to hear of your mother's passing. She was a great example of a true
Southern lady. I taught at McDowell with her and Mrs. McAdams in fourth grade and
learned so many valuable lessons from her that I could use in my classroom. I
remember one day when the three of us were eating lunch in the cafeteria, and your
dad came over to our table. He complimented your mom and Mrs. McAdams on how
nice they looked. They were both wearing dresses, and I had on pants. We all got a
laugh out of it!
I also remember the time when you, your mom, and Ann Lindsey came over to my
house when Ann Lindsey and Jennifer were just babies. So many memories! I know
you and your family have many wonderful memories to hold dear. She loved you all,
and everyone who knew her loved her.
Prayers for you and all your family,
Diane Winters Patterson

Diane Patterson - January 25 at 10:07 AM

“

Mary Neil will always hold a special place in my heart. When I moved to Tennessee
decades ago, she was warm, kind and welcoming, and treated my young daughter
like a grandchild. Always the gracious southern lady, she taught me how to make
fried okra and other southern dishes. Her example affected me deeply. I am forever
grateful that she was in my and my daughter, Lindsay's life. My deep felt sympathy
and prayers go out to all of her family and friends, whom she held close to her heart.
Sincerely,
Nancy Naddy

Nancy Naddy - January 24 at 04:27 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mary Neil Robinson Puryear
Wise.

January 24 at 10:56 AM

“

One of the greatest most gracious women in Maury County! She always wore the
welcoming smile, full of warmth and love! Her dedication to sharing her love for
music, teaching, whether school or church, left an encouraging mark on all she
touched. She was a woman of character, integrity and trust. Goodbye Mary Neil! I will
see you in the choir on the other side! Jodi

Jodi Blevins - January 23 at 02:12 PM

“

What a precious soul has gone to her eternal home! I was an aide in Kindergarten at
Mc Dowell and knew what a sweet loving teacher. I also was there when Mr Puryear
was working. My sympathy to all of the family. You hold on to your memories and she
will always live in your hearts.
Sandra Alderson Lindsey

Sandra Lindsey - January 23 at 01:30 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to Neil Ann, Martin and the families, and the Wise families.
I have so many great memories of the big house, Principal Henry Martin, teacher
Mary Neil, and playing with Martin. I even remember riding to McDowell School with
her. Great folks!

Carley Lester - January 23 at 12:17 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to Neil Ann and Henry Martin!! I loved your parents and
know my mama and daddy did also!!! May God continue to bless you both, as well as
the entire family at this very difficult time!!! With love, Penny Dugger Leibner

Penny Dugger Leibner - January 22 at 08:08 PM

“

Janie Lewis Osborne sent a virtual gift in memory of Mary Neil Robinson Puryear
Wise

Janie Lewis Osborne - January 22 at 03:43 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. She was my favorite teacher of all time. She was a wonderful
teacher.

Janie Lewis Osborne - January 22 at 03:42 PM

