Walter Thomas White
December 9, 1954 - May 6, 2020

Walter "Thomas" White of Santa Fe, age 65, passed away on May 6, 2020, at Maury
Regional.
Thomas was born on December 9, 1954, in Maury County to Wesley White and Bessie
Rainey White. He was married to the love of his life, Donna (Kelley) White for 47 years.
He retired with 38 years of service from UCAR/Graf Tech. After his retirement he was a
bus driver for Maury County Schools.
Thomas loved his family, especially spoiling his granddaughter with $5 dollar bills every
time he saw her. He enjoyed riding horses and taking care of his cattle, riding his John
Deere tractor and absolutely loved to aggravate people and make them laugh. His passion
was always helping others. He attended Swan Creek Baptist Church in Hampshire, where
his wife is pianist.
He is survived by his loving wife: Donna (Kelley) White of Santa Fe; Daughter: Stacey
(Jordon) Shaw of Columbia; his granddaughter who was his pride and joy: Jacey Jewell
Shaw; Brothers: James (Vivian) White of Fairview, Roger (Teresa) White of Williamsport;
Sisters: Viola Mangrum of Franklin, Maybell Coward of Gallatin, Mary Smith of Rockvale,
Elizabeth (Jan) Heintzelman of Fort Wayne, IN, Patsy (James) Lynch of Lafollette, Dorothy
(Allen) Coffelt of Hixson, Susan Roland of Mt. Pleasant; Mother-in-law: Naomi Warren
Kelley of Santa Fe; Sister-in-law: Deborah Kelley Parker of Centerville; and several nieces
and nephews.
Preceded in death by; Father: Wesley White; Mother: Bessie Rainey White; Father-in-law:
John Calvin Kelley; Brother: Carl White; Sister: Sarah Roper; and Brothers-in-law: Dennis
Kelley, Larry Parker, W. G. Mangrum, Doug Smith, and Cecil Coward.
Visitation will be held on Friday, May 8, 2020 at Williams Funeral Home in Columbia, from
4:00-8:00 p.m.
Funeral Service will be held on Saturday, May 9, 2020 at Williams Funeral Home,
Columbia at 2p.m. Burial will follow at Santa Fe Cemetery. Brother Chris Gowen will be

officiating.
Pallbearers: Roger White, James White, Steve Davis, Andy Davis, Timmy White, Byron
White, Mike Beard, and John Willie Harville.
Honorary Pallbearers: Retired employees of Graf Tech/UCAR/Union Carbide and Fairview
Saddle Club.
Williams Funeral Home in Columbia is assisting the family with arrangements.
Condolences may be shared online at www.williamsfh.com
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Comments

“

Donna and Family, Thomas was such a friendly positive man and always smiling.
Your family will be in my prayers every day. Sorry I wasn't able to visit with the family.
Always know you are loved!
Shirley

Shirley Thompson - May 09 at 08:59 PM

“

Donna and Stacy so sorry about Thomas l always loved his dry sense of humor. He
was a good man. We have a approx 45 minute conversation the other night when he
was up at Oakes & Nichols we did solve some of the world's problems. Yall are in my
thoughts and prayers hold tight to those precious memories. Carolyn Skelley

Carolyn Skelley - May 09 at 04:46 PM

“

Ray & Edna Potts lit a candle in memory of Walter Thomas White

Ray & Edna Potts - May 09 at 01:01 PM

“

Donna, so very sorry for your loss. Keeping you and all the family in my prayers.
Heather Beard Richards

Heather Richards - May 09 at 10:05 AM

“

Our hearts are broken to hear this sudden and sad news. It was an Honor to have
known Thomas and family and know our Prayers and Thoughts are w you daily.
Dave and Janice

Dave Woody - May 09 at 09:13 AM

“

This breaks my heart into so many pieces, I am a fellow bus driver. My special
memories of him was in the break room, he would sit behind me & was always so
quite, I would see him out the corner of my eye & with a loud voice I would say "
THOMAS, THOMAS WHAT'CHA DOING THOMAS"... He would just grin that big
sweet grin of his & say awe nothing... He was also a very knowledgeable man, I
could sit & listen to him reminisce about the old days for hrs... You all are in my
thoughts & prayers, Thomas will be GREATLY MISSED!!!

Sandy Mullins #121 - May 08 at 07:54 PM

“

Wish I had all the right words and thoughts to help you and your family’s hearts right
now, Donna. I can only imagine the sorrow. Wish so much it didn’t have to happen.
You all are in my thoughts and prayers. Sincerest Sympathy.

Debbie Turner - May 08 at 07:18 PM

“

Donna and Stacey, I am so sad to hear of your loss. I know your hearts are just
broken. He adored you both and that sweet grandchild. Please know I will be praying
for you and am glad you are both blessed to have each other to lean on at this time.
Love you both, Anne Wiley

Anne Wiley - May 08 at 07:16 PM

“

Praying for you Donna and family. Let us know if you need anything. With love from
the Joey Potts family

Joey Potts - May 08 at 07:07 PM

“

So sorry Donna! Thomas was such a likable man! Sue Clark.

Sue Clark - May 08 at 11:40 AM

“

RITA F MORTON lit a candle in memory of Walter Thomas White

RITA F MORTON - May 08 at 11:37 AM

“

I am so so sorry! Lots of love to your family! We are happy to help with meals or
things like cleaning the house so your family can spend some quality time together.
Just let us know how we can help!

Lisa, Michael and Emma Terry - May 08 at 09:34 AM

“

Lea Truett lit a candle in memory of Walter Thomas White

Lea Truett - May 08 at 09:30 AM

“

I am so sorry to for your loss. The family will be in my prayers. I remember Thomas
helping to take up hay on our farm when I was very young. He was always a very
kind man.

Faye Church McEwen - May 08 at 08:52 AM

“

Cordell-Carrol Lankford lit a candle in memory of Walter Thomas White

Cordell-Carrol Lankford - May 08 at 07:50 AM

“

Donna, I’m so sorry for your loss! Sending up prayers of courage and peace for you
and your family!

Julia Priest - May 07 at 10:50 PM

“

Donna and family; So sorry to hear this tragic news! Thomas was a good man! He
and I always enjoyed picking and cutting up with each other, no matter where we
happen to meet. Most often, after the plant closed, our meeting place was anywhere
there was food, especially Hardee's. He will be missed!

Marion Hill - May 07 at 08:15 PM

“

Donna, so sorry for your loss. Know you are in my thoughts and prayers as you
grieve. God bless & comfort you and your family.

Carol Storck, Michigan - May 07 at 07:59 PM

“

I worked with Thomas at the Carbon plant and we loved to aggravate each other.He
was always a good friend and helped me find my way around when I first started.He
will be missed.Prayers for his family and friends.RIP Thomas.

Bryan Ridley - May 07 at 07:25 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. You and your family are in our prayers. Love you.

Mike and Linda Wall - May 07 at 05:33 PM

“

Donna, there are no words that I can say. Just know that you have the love, support
and prayers of so many people. May God wrap his loving arms around you and give
you strength!
Arnette Zapel

Arnette Zapel - May 07 at 04:45 PM

“

Sorry for your loss and may God wrap his arms around your family for strength and
comfort.
Buford & Tanyel Moss

Tanyel Moss - May 07 at 04:23 PM

